
Leading Pro-Life Group Releases 2009 State-by-State Legislative Report 
on State Efforts to Protect and Defend Life  

WASHINGTON, Sept. 22 /Christian Newswire/ -- Americans United for Life (AUL) today released their 2009 
State Legislative Session Report. This year's report confirms that the majority of states continue to 
successfully pursue and implement a life-affirming legislative agenda.  
 
Dr. Charmaine Yoest, President and CEO of Americans United for Life, said: "Clearly, we are making 
progress at the state level -- law by law and state by state -- to protect and defend life. We are encouraged 
by the progress that has been made in 2009 and enthusiastically look forward to working with pro-life 
legislators to advance pro-life legislation and policies in 2010."  
 
Denise Burke, AUL Vice President of Legal Affairs added: "The promising and life-affirming trends that we 
have seen in 2009 bode well for the 2010 state legislative sessions and for a renewed culture of life in 
America."  
 
According to the report, several notable and promising developments and trends emerged in 2009:  

• Approximately 60 life-affirming measures were enacted in 2009, a substantial increase from 2008 
activity levels.  

• The states considered approximately 300 abortion- related measures, the vast majority of them life- 
affirming, and virtually every state considered at least one pro-life measure. 

• Several states introduced resolutions opposing the federal Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA), radical 
legislation that would enshrine abortion-on-demand into American law and override all federal and 
state laws regulating or restricting abortion. Meanwhile, attempts in five states to enact a state 
version of FOCA were handily defeated.  

• Further, states continued to seek to protect the unborn in contexts other than abortion by enacting 
protections for unborn victims of violence, encouraging substance abuse treatment for pregnant 
woman, and providing legal recourse for families whose unborn children are killed through the 
criminal acts or neglect of others. 

• Measures to regulate biotechnologies and to prohibit or restrict technologies that destroy nascent life 
increased by nearly 20% -- the first increase in such legislation in three years.  

• For the first time in three years, measures to protect conscience outpaced measures to violate or 
compel conscience by a margin of 2 to 1.  

AUL's complete report, "2009 State Legislative Sessions in Review," is available on AUL's website: 
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102721551914&s=18155&e=001y7RA5PTuiGfpNxHnnU2hH7VLWC0zp3gKqwbA3y
h2YhjMerhiQ0Nd2kuX4thNFfZVtSCJGSw_-PqYA3osd25Je7y485RYXacXz-
IM1FKBkQaIRakNi1E6pvCNmu8yIMzOgmzHWWt9EeE=  
 
About Americans United for Life 
Americans United for Life (AUL) is the first national pro-life organization in America. 
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